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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 3166

State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Education (originally sponsored by Representatives
Sullivan, Priest, Haler, Santos, and O nsby)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 12/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to the design of the state assessnment system and
the Washington assessnent of st udent | ear ni ng; anending RCW
28A. 655. 070; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that, according to a
recent report from a consultant retained by the state board of
education, end-of-course assessnents have certain advantages over
conprehensi ve assessnents such as the current form of the Washi ngton
assessnent of student learning, and in nost other areas end-of-course
assessnents are conparable to conprehensive assessnents in neeting
public policy objectives for a statew de assessnent system The
| egi sl ature further finds that because the state's assessnent contract
wi Il be renegotiated before the end of 2008, the 2008 | egislature has
an opportunity to provide policy direction in the design of the state
assessnment system and the design of the Wshington assessnent of
student | earning.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A. 655. 070 and 2007 ¢ 354 s 5 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:
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(1) The superintendent of public instruction shall develop
essential academc learning requirenents that identify the know edge
and skills all public school students need to know and be able to do
based on the student |earning goals in RCW28A. 150. 210, devel op student
assessnments, and inplement the accountability recomendations and
requests regardi ng assistance, rewards, and recognition of the state
board of educati on.

(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall:

(a) Periodical ly revise the essential academ c | ear ni ng
requi renents, as needed, based on the student |earning goals in RCW
28A. 150. 210. Goal s one and two shall be considered primary. To the
maxi mum ext ent possi bl e, the superintendent shall integrate goal four
and the know edge and skill areas in the other goals in the essenti al
academ c | earning requirenents; and

(b) Review and prioritize the essential academ c | earning
requi renments and identify, with clear and concise descriptions, the
grade |evel content expectations to be assessed on the Washington
assessnment of student learning and wused for state or federal

accountability pur poses. The review, prioritization, and
identification shall result in nore focus and targeting with an
enphasis on depth over breadth in the nunber of grade |evel content
expectations assessed at each grade |evel. Grade |evel content

expectations shall be articulated over the grades as a sequence of
expectations and performances that are logical, build with increasing
depth after foundational know edge and skills are acquired, and
reflect, where appropriate, the sequential nature of the discipline.
The office of the superintendent of public instruction, within seven
wor ki ng days, shall post on its web site any grade |evel content
expectations provided to an assessnent vendor for use in constructing
t he Washi ngton assessnent of student | earning.

(3)(@) In consultation with the state board of education, the
superintendent of public instruction shall maintain and continue to
develop and revise a statewi de academ c assessnent system in the
content areas of reading, witing, mathematics, and science for use in
the el enmentary, mddl e, and high school years designed to determne if
each student has mastered the essential academi c |earning requirenents
identified in subsection (1) of this section. School districts shall
adm ni ster the assessnents under gui delines adopted by the
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superintendent of public instruction. The academ c assessnent system
may include a variety of assessnent nethods, including criterion-
referenced and performance- based neasures.

(b) Effective with the 2009 admnistration of the WAshington
assessnent of student | earning, the superintendent shall redesign the
assessnent in the content areas of reading, mathematics, and science in
all grades except high school by shortening test adm nistration and
reduci ng the nunber of short answer and extended response questions.

(¢)() In consultation with the state board of education, the
superintendent of public instruction shall develop statew de end-of -
course assessnents for high school nathematics that neasure student

achi evenent of the state mathemati cs standards. The superint endent
shal |l devel op end-of -course assessnents in algebra | and geonetry. The
superintendent shall mnake the algebra | end-of-course assessnents

available to school districts on an optional basis in the 2009-10
school year. The end-of-course assessnents in algebra | and geonetry
shall be inplenented statewide in the 2010-11 school year

(ii) For the graduating class of 2013 and for purposes of the
certificate of academ c achi evenent under RCW 28A. 655.061, results from
the algebra | end-of-course assessnent plus the geonetry end-of-course
assessnent nay be used to denpbnstrate that a student neets the state
standard on the nmat hematics content area of the high school WAshi ngton
assessnent of student | earning.

(iii) Beginning with the graduating class of 2014 and for purposes
of the certificate of acadenm c achi evenent under RCW 28A. 655. 061, the
mat hematics content area of the Washington assessnent of student
| earning shall be assessed using the algebra | end-of-course assessnent
plus the geonetry end-of-course assessnent.

(4) If the superintendent proposes any nodification to the
essential academ c |l earning requirenents or the statew de assessnents,
then the superintendent shall, upon request, provide opportunities for
t he education conmttees of the house of representatives and the senate
to review the assessnents and proposed nodifications to the essenti al
academ c learning requirenents before the nodifications are adopted.

(5) The assessnment system shall be designed so that the results
under the assessnent system are used by educators as tools to eval uate
instructional practices, and to initiate appropriate educational
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support for students who have not mnastered the essential acadenmc
learning requirenents at the appropriate periods in the student's
educati onal devel opnent.

(6) By Septenber 2007, the results for reading and nathematics
shall be reported in a format that will allow parents and teachers to
determ ne the academ c gain a student has acquired in those content
areas from one school year to the next.

(7) To assist parents and teachers in their efforts to provide
educational support to individual students, the superintendent of
public instruction shall provide as nuch individual student perfornmance
information as possible within the constraints of the assessnent
systems item bank. The superintendent shall also provide to schoo
districts:

(a) Informati on on classroom based and ot her assessnents that may
provi de additional achievenent information for individual students; and

(b) A collection of diagnostic tools that educators may use to
eval uate the academ c status of individual students. The tools shall
be designed to be inexpensive, easily admnistered, and quickly and
easily scored, with results provided in a format that my be easily
shared with parents and students.

(8 To the maxinmum extent possible, the superintendent shal
i ntegrate know edge and skill areas in devel opnment of the assessnents.

(9) Assessnents for goals three and four of RCW 28A. 150. 210 shal
be integrated in the essential academc |earning requirenents and
assessnents for goals one and two.

(10) The superintendent shall devel op assessnents that are directly
related to the essential academc |learning requirenents, and are not
bi ased toward persons with different |earning styles, racial or ethnic
backgrounds, or on the basis of gender.

(11) The superintendent shall consider nethods to address the
uni que needs of special education students when developing the
assessnents under this section.

(12) The superintendent shall consider nethods to address the
uni que needs of highly capabl e students when devel opi ng the assessnents
under this section.

(13) The superintendent shall post on the superintendent's web site
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